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The province of the poem is the world.
When the sun rises, it rises in the poem
and when it sets darkness comes down_
And the poem is dark,

WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS,
from the poem “Paterson,” book three, “The Library”

ofhisdesire ~

Epic poem
draws professor
to Paterson

By JEAN STEVENS
Herald News

Joe Milutis lives in Providence, R.1,, 190 miles
from Paterson, Two years ago, he knew little
more than the city’s name,

But then he began reading the epic poem “Pa-
terson,” and at 4 o’clock one morning in July,
while driving to New York City, he detotirel
into Paterson for the first time, unhooked his
bike from his roof rack and rode the streets, just
as the sun was rising, .

A year later, the city became the star of his pet
project: to explore the poem written 60 years

LIFE & A R.'r ago by the modernist

poet William Carlos

William. Milutis, 38, a
visiting assistant professor of modem culture
and media at Brown University, has made four
more short visits to Paterson for the project, and
has begun to document his thoughts on his blog,
“New Jersey as an Impossible Object.”

Through a few conversations with residents

and his own observations, he’s drawn some ear-
ly conclusions about .

Paterson and its con- ‘
nection to the poem, 0N THE WEB
“New Jersey as an im-

most relating to aban-
possible Object,” a

nomic hard times,

But the project is still | blog by Joe Milutls
young and he'd like http://Impossibleob-
to ts,]%)end more time Ject.blogspot.com
with Silk City and its

residents to get a

fuller sense of it,

“This project could almost be a continuation
of the poem,” Milutis says, “Its residents are a
continuation of the poem. It's literary and a way
to interact with a place I wouldn’t normally in-
teract with,”

Williams, born in 1883 in Rutherford, wrote
the first book of “Paterson” in 1946 and released
four more volumes by 1958; he died in 1963,

“There are so many things about Paterson
that are impossible to encapsulate in (poem)
form,” Milutis says, “I'm interested in the actual
Paterson,”

“Impossible Object” is his personal experi-
ment, really, most relevant to poetry aficionados.
Within contemporary and moderm poetry cir-
cles, people discuss the loss of context in PO.G'JKJ
Milutis says; when readers pick up a poem suc]
as “Paterson,” they don’t know the background
of the poem’s ideas, 1;:laces or people. He plans
to link the city and the poem by finding certain
poetic references in their real state: the Great
Palls, for example, and Garret Mountain, As he
works, he will document what he can on his
blog. The blog's

Milutis, who earned a Ph.D. in media art from
the University of Wisconsin, has taught at the
University of South Carolina and researches and

: LESLIE BARBARO/Herald News

Joe Milutis, who teaches at Brown Universlty In Rhode‘lsland, found himself attracted to Pa-
terson after being Inspired by the eplc poem by William Carfos Willlams titled after the city.

v .

. . File photo
" Paterson lies in the valley under the Passaic Falls
its spent waters forming the outline of hisback. He
lies on his right side, head near the thunder
of the waters filling his dreams! Eternally asleep,
his dreams walk about the city where he petsists

writes non-fiction work, including the
2006 science book “Ether: The Nothing
‘that Connects Everything.” He has also
produced several abstract short films.,
He chose to create a blog to docu-
ment “Impossible Object” when he real-
ized the project would be a long

A incognito.
proc}(less;d e lives four hm(xi:? elllway,d
teaches during spring and fall, and is
footing the bill, The blog forces himto ~ WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS,

from the poem "Paterson,” book one,

Please see BLOG, C5 "The Delineaments of the Giants"
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Blog: Connecting Paterso

Continued from C1

make frequent updates and al-
lows the public to follow along,

In his first visit to Paterson,

hat pre-dawn morning, he
thought of Paterson as a small,
ethnic, working-class town. Sort
of sleepy, he says. But his next
four visits, each about five or six
hours long, taught him that the
busy, crowded city is far different
from his first impression. He ex-
plored its industrial section and
its downtown and Garret Moun-
tain, near “the castle,” he says,
referring to the overlook near
Lambert Castle. He's not sure
which streets he traveled and he
admits he didn’t know Garret
Mountain had more than one
area to visit. He's spoken to only
a few residents, usually to ask di-
rections,

He's a bit ashamed of all that,
he says,

“I couldn’t make an jmpres-
sion at this time,” he said. “I still
find it hard to get my brain
aroynd. I feel like 1f I spent some
more time there I'd maybe get a
good impression of it.”

Still, he is forming an idea.
During one visit to the falls, he
met a man who said he'd lived
in Paterson his entire life and es-
caped what he described as the
emotional drain of the city by
sitting near the wat..s, specifi-
cally the falls, Another time, he
asked several people in various
shops if they knew of a diner
where he could sit down and
have a bite, They told him he
could go to Burger King, Milutis
says.

“I just got a sense of a lot of
chaos and a city in the midst of
hardship and one that’s been in
hardship for a long time,” says
Milutis, who notes that it had a

nse of abandonment, whether

7 politicians, big business or
community, “There doesn’t seem
to be a lot of public space for
people to feel a part of some-
thing, like they're in the city.
What would fy;ou suggest to a
friend corning from out of town?
Where would you take them in
Paterson * to  show .them
around?”

His blog, so far, is a hodge-
podge of topics, A few recount

arts of his visits but most ana-
yze the poem “Paterson” from
a literary perspective, He in-
¢lides small video and audio
clips, including one of a drive
into the city and another of a
scene from the TV cartoon
“Family Guy,” to make a point
about the poem. Written in
lofty, complicated sentences —
some of which may require sev-
eral readings to understand —
the blog seems most a%propri-
ate for an academic, lterary-

minded audience,

From his Nov.13 entry: |

“Does the site, Paterson, mat-

ter? If it's a nonsite (sic), and |/

the matter is the sight of the
word, is it sound that fills the

nonsight, or if the matter of Pa- |2

terson is not sound, nor sight,
it is (is 1t?) not non-sight. ...”
Some entries include unex-

plained references, leaving the |

reader scratching her head,
From the

Paterson footage, even if it is
ersatz Paterson, 1 convince

Max Goldfarb to be the next g
special guest, even though our
main objective was to explore

a Wal-Mart parking lot in

Hudson, NY for wormholes

into another dimension, We
ride out to the site in a red step
van, M-49, a mobile unit once
used by the fire department in
Stockbridge. ,.."

Goldfarb is an artist and

July 26 entry:
“Desparate (sic) to get some P

WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS,

The Paterson Cricket Club, 1896. A woman lobbyist. So
be it. Two local millionaires — moved away.

So be it. Another Indiana rock shelter

found ~ a bone awl. So be it. The

old Rogers Locomotive Works. So be it ...

The “Castle” too to be razed.
reason other than that it is there, in-
comprehensible; of no use. So be it. So be it.

from the poem “Paterson,” book three; "The Library”

So be it, Forno -

n of poem and real life

Flle photos

The old Rogers Locomotive Works, mentioned in William Car-
los Willlams' poem “Paterson,” in an artIst's rendering of how
it would have fooked in the late 1880s and In a 2002 photo of
one of the bulldings on Spruce Street prior to renovations.

friend” who lives in Hudson,
N.Y,, Milutis said in an inter-
view,

Milutis says his exploration of
Paterson might be met with bit-
terness from local residents. He
could be perceived as insensi-
tive, coming into the city and as-
suming he'll understand it, And
he wonders if his inability to un-
derstand it thus far comes from
his identity: a white, middle-
class outsider examining a pre-
dominately black, Hispanic city,

“The bottom line is it’s very
hard for me to talk about Pater-
son because I realize I could be
construed as racist,” he says,

Since his last visit, he's fo-
cused on talking with other
artists about their experiences
with Paterson, both the city and
the poem. Most believe the
poem is enough and have no
need to visit the city, he says,

As of now, Milutis has no def-
inite plans for his next visit to
Paterson, though he said he
hopes to make a trip . durin,
Brown's winter break, Untll
then, he'll record whatever
thoughts remsin from eartier
trips. In a recent entry, he ad-

ADVERTISING

dressed his observation that the
late comic actor Lou Costello, a

Paterson native — enshrinedina
statue in Lou Costello Memori- -

al Park on Cianci Street — seems
a bigger Paterson presence than
the poet Williams,

“If you really consider Pater-
son,” Milutis says, “there’s no
evidence at all of Williai Carlos
Williams,” * S

Reach Jedn Stevens at 973-569-
7131 or
stevens@northjersey.com,

A classic jingle to get re-fizzed

By TANYA BARRIENTOS
McClatchy News Service

, Plop, plop, fizz, fizz ... you
know the res’t, even though it's
been 26 years since the famous
Alka-Seltzer jingle graced prime
time.

In fact, the last year ads fea-
turing the catchy tune were
broadeast, the Phillies won the
World Series, Ronald Reagan
“feated Jimmy Carter, and

me new-fangled, 24-hour news
aetwork called CNN had just
started up.

And yet, the slogan resonates,

Which is why Alka-Seltzer is
brin&;ng it back, Only this time,
the

altons-era melody is getting of American culture,” said Jay be featured in an ad

a cyber-age makeover, “Ameri-
can Idol"-style,
Musicians of every stripe (and

talent leyel} are being inv{teqlto

B D O

Entries must be
hetween 30 seconds
and two minutes
long and must
include the famous
lyrics, “Plop, plop,
fizz, fizz, oh what a
relief it is.”

and must include the famous
lyrics, “Plop, plop, fizz, fizz, oh
what a relief it is.”

“The words have become part

Kolpon,-vice president of mar-
keting for Bayer Consumer Care,
the parent company of Alka-
Seltzer.“'So we've dgcidgd toput

PR

rap, It could even be Baltimore
club music,

Alka-Seltzer has dubbed its
ditty redux the Battle of the
Bands — Bring Back the Fizz.

The nitty-gritty of the compe-
tition’s rules can be found. at
http://plopplopfizzfizz.com. But,
essentlally, what will happen is
that four national finalists will be
chosen by Jan. 2, and then Amer-
ica will vote for a winner by the
Internet.

Voters will be able to listen to
the jingles at the Web site, The
grand-prize winner will be an-
nounced Jan. 17.

The victor will receive
$10,000, and the new jingle will
roadcast
during the Super Bow! pregame
show.

Anybody can enter a song on-
lin;e\, or by snail mail.
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“REST EASY GRINCH-O-PHIl]

The lively whole pleased the legions of cri
audience who really matter, the 10-and-#
who hardly stirred in their seats”

~The New:York Times

“GROWN-UPS AS ENTERTAI
" AS THEIR YOUNGSTERS

Gleeful songs and joyful staging! [Patric
droll Grinch‘ is worthy of a Tony Award

~=The Star-Ledger

, “HOLIDAY-LIC-I-OUS!
The Grinch is lighting up Broadway!lp

. you’lll burst outin s

es! You’'ll actually

‘theater while humming!”

" —Philadelphia inquirer.

SURE

- —=The Hartford Courant

TO STEAL YOUR HEA

- “Broadway’s new Grinch is

[Tk



